
Dear St. Mary’s by-the-Sea Church, 
 
I am excited to be your new Director of Music, and feel blessed to be part 
of this incredible church community! I have enjoyed providing organ music 
for the 10:00 a.m. Zoom service over the past few months, and getting to 
know many of you during Coffee Hour. It is undeniable that St. Mary’s has 
a strong appreciation for sacred music, and it is my goal to help foster that 
appreciation and grow our musical offerings to God.  
 
I will be giving you a call next week to learn how I can support the 
music opportunities that interest you. Every member of St. Mary’s is 
invited to meaningfully participate in the music program through, for 
example: 
 

• Singing in the choir; 
• Attending one of the learning sessions listed below; 
• Praying on the text of a choir anthem and writing a reflection for the 

bulletin; 
• Playing a solo piece on an instrument at Service; 
• Telling me your top 5 favorite hymns and why they are meaningful to 

you; 
• Volunteering with setup/cleanup for music events at the church; 
• Helping with the new choir room Cleanup Day; 
• Financially supporting the music at St. Mary’s; or 
• Inviting someone to sing in the choir. 

 
During the summer months, I will be working with cantors and 
instrumentalist to enrich our services until the congregation is allowed to 
sing in-person again. I also hope you will consider joining our Summer 
Music Learning Series, which will cover topics such as: 
 

• Hymn Sing & Appreciation; 
• How the Organ Works; 
• The History of Singing & Choirs at St. Mary’s; 
• Music 101: Notes, Rhythms, and Other Music Symbols; 
• The Pianos of the Parishioners of St. Mary’s; 
• All About Our Hymnal; 
• The Science of Vocal Singing; and 
• Church Musician Heroes You Should Know About. 



Lastly, keep an eye out for announcements for our fun community events, 
such as Community Volunteering Through Music Day, Movie Musical 
Watch Party & Sing-Along, masterclass with professional vocalist Karen 
Huff, a night at the Monterey Symphony, and a private concert with Bay 
Area vocalist Janet Souza. 
 
Feel free to contact me at my cell phone (925) 724-8882 or 
musicdirector@stmarysbythesea.org if you want to participate in music, or 
if you have any questions.  
 
God bless, 
Nicholas P. Mourlam 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
My Background 
 
I have a Master’s of Theology, Sacred Music degree from the University of 
Notre Dame and received my undergraduate degree in Organ Performance 
and Church Music from the University of Kansas. I studied abroad at 
Folkwang Universität der Künste in Essen, Germany, gave concerts 
throughout Europe, and hold the Service Playing Certificate for both the 
American Guild of Organist and the National Association of Pastoral 
Musicians. For the last 4 years I have been the Director of Music at St. 
Luke’s Episcopal Church in Los Gatos, and have an active studio of piano 
and organ students. My wife, Anna, and I purchased a house last year in 
Pacific Grove, and welcomed home our first baby, Audrey, in April this 
year. You might run into our family during our walks throughout town with 
our two Picardy Spaniels, Wishbone and Clover. 


