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Rector’s Report 

Dear friends in Christ, 

This year, like all years, was full of joys and challenges. Looking through this annual report, you 

will see the amazing breadth of involvement and activity of St. Mary’s people both within our 

parish family and in our larger community. THANK YOU. Wow. 

 

We began the year with all worship, education, and fellowship on Zoom. We may have been 

online, but we were as active as ever – maybe more so! To our great delight, as people began 

getting vaccinated and were able to gather more safely, we resumed in-person worship on 

Pentecost – the birthday of the church. And what a celebration it was! In true St. Mary’s form we 

worshipped joyfully both on Zoom and in person, and then gathered in the front yard for a picnic 

and very special time of fellowship and reacquaintance. We’ve enjoyed being together since, 

both in person and on Zoom, finding our way in this hybrid time. 
  

As the pandemic waxes and wanes, we continue to respond and evolve. It is OK to admit that we 

are not always happy with how things are going, and we are not always happy with each other. 

But we remain committed in love to God and one another, following the two great 

commandments. The power of God’s love flows through us, making ways where perhaps we 

don’t see a way. 
  

It feels sometimes like we are Jacob, wrestling with the angel. We know God is here, and we are 

eager to receive blessing, and yet we have moments where it feels like a real struggle (See 

Genesis 32). Or maybe we’re like the Israelites wandering in the desert looking for the promised 

land. Some days we are hungry and tired and wish we could just go back to Egypt (Exodus 16), 

but God provides every day and guides us with a pillar of cloud by day and a pillar of fire by 

night (Exodus 13). 
  

In order for that pillar of cloud and the pillar of fire to guide us, we need to look at them and be 

willing to follow, even into unknown territory. Let us make 2022 a year of discernment at St. 

Mary’s – a year of intentionally seeking God’s guidance as we make our way into a future that 

we cannot see clearly. Let us ground ourselves in prayer, in scripture, in worship. Individually, in 

small groups, and as an entire congregation. Let us share with one another how the Spirit is 

speaking to us, so that we might have the fullest possible picture of what our amazing, infinite 

God is up to – and how God is inviting us into that work. 
  



Our foundation is firm. Our house is built on rock (literally! And see Matthew 7:24-25). I look 

forward to continuing to build the future with you. 

 

Peace, 

Kristine + 

 

 

Deacon’s Report 

Submitted by The Reverend Scott Taylor 

We have begun to emerge as we enter the third year of the pandemic. With vaccinations readily 

available, on Pentecost St. Mary’s re-opened its doors to in-person worship. I finally met people 

that I had seen on Zoom for almost a year. When summer arrived, we were able to begin an 

outdoors coffee hour. 

As your deacon since June 2020, I am asking you to reflect this year on two questions: What is 

your commitment to charity? What is your commitment to justice-making ventures?  

I know that we are busy people, but how do we focus our time? What moves us to get involved 

and act? Using the words of Rev. Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr., in my sermon on January 23rd I 

outlined a plan of action for the church to use our collective power to challenge injustice. Jesus 

said he brings “good news to the poor,” and now it’s up to us to continue the work of Jesus. 

Here at St. Mary’s we have a long history of both charity and justice-making ventures. There are 

many ways to be the love of Jesus in the world. As the church, we are called to give bread to 

hungry people, but we are also called to challenge why people are hungry in the first place. 

Charity is never a substitute for justice. We must do both to follow Jesus. 

Last year I increased my role within COPA (Communities Organized for Relational Power in 

Action) and witnessed the power of COPA in justice-making ventures. St. Mary’s core team 

helped convince the County Board of Supervisors to fund a $4.9 million Community Health 

Worker program to alleviate Covid-19 distress among our most vulnerable people. This 

demonstrated to me how the collective power of institutions brings about positive change.  

As most of you know, my vocation is jail/prison chaplaincy, which I began in 2010. Although 

the pandemic has kept me out of jail and prison, I am hopeful to return soon. If you would like to 

be part of the jail ministry, please let me know.  

My hope for this upcoming year is that everyone at St. Mary’s accepts the invitation and 

challenge to shake up their commitments and rededicate themselves to charity and justice.  

 

 

 

 



Senior Warden’s Report 

By Fran Foote 

 

The last year was exciting and inspiring.  So much so that I’m looking forward to serving as Sr. 
Warden again in 2022.   We have much in the works and much we can achieve together. 

Under Kristine’s leadership committees were formed, new staff hired, and a long consideration 

given to the use of our property and the future of St. Mary’s.  The job of discernment is not easy 
or quick.  We will continue the journey together over the next year.   

Worship services have gone from all Zoom to a hybrid of Zoom, in-person, and livestream.  

Attendance has remained steady throughout the changes we’ve had to make over the year and we 
have welcomed new folks into our parish.   

Our budget this year incorporates fundraising and a team has been formed to plan activities 
designed to provide us with opportunities to be together and add to our income.  We need this 

added financial support to maintain our ministries and for St. Mary’s to thrive.   

A preliminary plan to improve the front yard has been put on the website for parishioners to 
consider.  There will be a two-week period for input before a final plan is prepared.   

St. Mary’s remains strong and the future looks bright because of what we are able to do together.  

Thank you for your support. 

Fran Foote 

 

Junior Warden’s Report 

By Sarah Schramm 

Friends in Christ, 2021 began with hope and optimism as vaccines were becoming available. 

What a year it has been as we have been able to reunite in person with friends, family, and our 

St. Mary's family! We have seen the waves of COVID come and impact us as we adjust and find 

our new footing. Together we are weathering this storm through faith and a commitment  to love 

one another and I am in awe of the resiliency this community has proven time and time again. 

We end 2021 with Pastor Kristine leading in love, adapting to the constant changes with COVID, 

and encouraging each of us to find our ministry to serve and to love one another. I am 

encouraged by her care and love for this community. She is an asset to St. Mary's and we are 

truly in a good place moving forward with Pastor Kristine guiding us now and looking forward 

to the future along with a wonderful vestry and community. We are fortunate to have leadership 

willing to think outside the box and be creative. 

Even during times the doors were closed and we were meeting on Zoom, new ministries were 

meeting and forming, people were gathering online, and the Spirit is moving within St. Mary's. 

As the second year of my three year term comes to a close, I am prayerful we will continue to 

listen to the callings we have as a congregation. At times it has seemed quiet and other times 

there has been incredible movement and change. It has been an honor to serve as your Junior 



Warden this year alongside our beloved Fran Foote as Senior Warden. I look forward to the 

discernment and work ahead for St. Mary's as we look to our future. 

 

Acolyte Program 

Submitted by Sarah Schramm 

 

In 2021 we found ourselves in another year filled with COVID changes and having Acolytes 

serve in person was challenging. Children and youth did participate in the lighting of the Advent 

candles both on Zoom and in-person. For 2022 we hope to start up the Acolytes with a training 

coming soon. For anyone 2nd grade and up who would like to participate in the Acolyte ministry 

please contact Sarah Schramm at sarah.s.schramm@gmail.com for more information. 

 

Altar Guild 

Submitted by Karin Forno 

 

Altar Guild served the church in 2021 in the following ways:  

 

• Altar Guild maintained the church from the beginning of the year through Lent and 
Easter season while we continued to meet virtually. 

 

• Altar Guild prepared “Lent care packages” in the form of a guide for home altars for Lent 
and Holy Week with a palm cross which Rev. Kristine distributed outside church on Ash 

Wednesday, along with ashes if requested. Some were mailed or otherwise delivered to 
parishioners as requested.  
 

• We continued to keep the church dressed for Lent with appropriate paraments, veils, and 
sticks on the altars and took photos for use during Zoom worship. We obtained Palms for 

Palm Sunday which we arranged on the altars and provided palm fronds for Rev. Kristine 
to distribute outside on Palm Sunday morning. We continued to dress the church as 
appropriate for the day and take photos for Holy Week and Easter Zoom worship. 

 

• We helped Rev. Kristine with placing a wooden cross outdoors for veneration on Good 
Friday which we draped in black and we assisted with hand sanitizers and cleaning the 
church as people entered the church on Good Friday for prayer.  

 

• For Easter, we used outdoor decorations in the form of white flower garlands on the sign 
and outside the porch and placed the cross with chicken wire outside the church for 
people to place flowers.  Preparing for Lent, Holy Week, and Easter was our great honor 
and Easter was especially joyous as we watched parishioners participate in the flowering 

of the cross.  
 

• Beginning on Pentecost, May 23, Altar Guild teams resumed setting up and cleaning up 
for each service on Sunday mornings. Altar guild prepared the church for Pentecost on 
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May 23 with the help of donations for flowers in the memory of Marian Gamble. We 
distributed flowers to members after the picnic on Pentecost.  

 

• Beginning in June, Altar Guild began using orchids and other live plants for most 
services with arranged cut flowers reserved for special services and days when donations 
are made for flowers. 

 

• Altar guild prepared the church for the memorial services for Elsie Kohler on May 22, 
Marcia Wolf on July 16, Karen Weill on August 14, Ruth Reed on August 26, Alice 

Diane Emig on September 11, and Doreen Tovey on September 18. We distributed 
flowers to members and/or family after the following Sunday services as much as 

possible. We are grateful to have been able to honor our departed parishioners and serve 
the needs of their families with the Memorial Services.  
 

• With the help of volunteers from the parish, Altar Guild decorated the church with greens 
for Advent on November 27. We received donations to cover some of the cost of the 

greens and for poinsettias. We assisted in preparing the church for the organ concert on 
December 4 and we purchased additional rechargeable batteries and a battery charger to 

use for the lighted Christmas trees and future battery needs. 
 

• Altar Guild prepared the church for in person, live streamed and Zoom services for 
Christmastide with poinsettias and red bows. On January 8 we put away the Advent and 
Christmastide decorations in the Marking Room in such a way that they can easily be 

used for future seasons. 
 

• We have provided N95 masks for any members of Altar Guild who need them to comply 
with the new COVID-19 protocols. Altar Guild teams are verifying each other’s 

vaccination status when we meet as teams.  
 
Altar Guild continues to seek new members. Some previous members volunteered to help just 

for the Memorial Services for Ruth Reed and Doreen Tovey. We have a small hard-working 
group that is assigned to teams to cover each regular Sunday service. We have had a new 
volunteer to clean the linens, Sharron Frey, Ruth Reed’s daughter, who joined Mary Jo Howe 

and Onnette McElroy. We are grateful to all our volunteers for their hard work:  Susan Blush, 
Melinda Bowman Manlin, Fran Foote, Jonathan Logan, Sandy Moon, and John Willoughby.  

  
As director of Altar Guild, it is my personal wish that in the future we develop a flower guild to 
work alongside Altar Guild and take over the decoration of the church with plants and/or flowers 

as needed for each service. This would alleviate some of the pressure on Altar Guild that comes 
with the need to purchase or arrange flowers in addition to regular set up, especially for special 

services.  
 

We are grateful for the support of the church as we continue to seek new ways to facilitate the 

worship of the Triune God in every service. We are committed to serving St. Mary’s with as 
much love as possible. 



Buildings and Grounds  
Submitted by Fran Foote 

 

• Robert Daunt’s vision of having a Buildings & Grounds Committee was realized 
this year.  The committee includes Robert Daunt, Dave Foote, David Wittrock, 

Andrea Noble and Keely Clifford.  A master calendar, punch list and 30-year 
timeline and cost estimate spreadsheet were developed to help prioritize the many 
deferred maintenance projects and needed improvements.   Thanks to Robert 

Daunt, Dave Foote and John Willoughby for developing these spreadsheets.   
 

• The parish workday was hugely successful.  Rooms in Clay Hall were cleared out 
and the basement of the church was emptied.  Thanks to all who joined in to get 

that big job done. 
 

• The thirty-plus year-old carpet in Edwards Hall was replaced with a laminate 
floor.  The carpet had become a safety concern.   

 

• Buildings & Grounds received a generous bequest from the Dwight & Rosi 
Edwards’ estate in the form of an endowment.  The purpose of the gift is the 
maintenance, repair and preservation of St. Mary’s buildings and grounds.  As an 

endowment only the interest can be used to allow for a steady and growing stream 
of financial support for the purpose of the gift.  Since this is interest only income 
it won’t be available this year.   

 

• With the help of parishioner and architect Troy Pennington the team is working 
with a landscape architect to develop a plan to renovate the front yard for a multi-
purpose space.  Making the ramp to the church ADA compliant is being 
considered in the design.  A preliminary design for the front yard was presented to 

the vestry at their January meeting and will be available on St. Mary’s website.  
There will be a two-week period for the congregation to submit input on the 

design.  When a final design is completed, the project will be put out to bid which 
will give us the projected cost.  Many thanks to David Wittrock for helping 
maintain the front yard while the team works through the planning phase of the 

renovation. 
 

• The exterior of the church is in need of painting.  There is exposed wood that will 
continue to deteriorate without care.  We have an estimate from a painter who has 

done good work for us in the past, but the cost is beyond our current budget.  We 
need to find the money to get this job done before it becomes an even greater 
problem.  

 

 

 

 



Celtic Music Ministry 

Submitted by Jackie Pierce 

 

St. Mary’s Celtic Music Ministry is marking its tenth year! We continue to meet, led by Fiddler 
John Weed, for weekly music sessions on Tuesdays, from 4 to 6 p.m.  With donations from 

participants and grants from the Monterey Arts Council, we have been able to continue 
throughout the pandemic.   Our weekly group, fondly referred to as “The Celtoids,” is about 
active listening, and supporting each other’s growth both musically and spiritually.  With the 

new floor in Edwards Hall to motivate us, we are planning a dance event when safe to do so.  We 
have the band! 

We plan to resume our Celtic concert series this year, with our first performance scheduled for 

February 12th. In the past, the “tithe” donations made by touring musicians who perform as a part 
of our series was an important part of our funding. We are eager to re-engage the community 

with live music in 2022. 

 

Choral and Instrumental Music 

Submitted by Nicholas Mourlam 

Cantors 

At our second return to in-person services of the year, Trinity Sunday, our cantors took on the 

task of leading the hymns until it was safe for the congregation to sing again. Singing solo in this 

manner was new for some, and I am so appreciative of their willingness to stretch beyond their 

comfort zone so that we could continue to praise God in song. Thank you to Ann Pettit, Jackie 

Frey, Karin Forno, Rebecca Bruemmer, Lucy Moore, David Wittrock, Norma Voth, Grant Voth, 

Diana Northrop, Kathryn Ryan-Thaanum, Kathy Stoner, Mickey Welsch, Mary Hood, and David 

Hood for sharing their time and musical talents. 

Instrumentalists 

Additionally, outstanding instrumentalists have filled our worship Services with joy: Thank you 

to Jackie Pierce, Rebecca Bruemmer, Margaret Counihan, Ann Pettit, Eugene Loh, and Jordan 

Goodwin. 

Sacred Music Testimonies 

Throughout July, we had the opportunity to hear testimony from various church members about 

what sacred music has meant to them. Thank you Annette Foisie, David Wittrock, Jackie Frey, 

and Ann Pettit for sharing how music has impacted your faith journey. 

Summer Music Series 

Last summer, our appreciation for music extended beyond our pews and into the Pacific Grove 

community! In July, we hosted the first of our Summer Music Series events on How the Organ 

Works. In August, the community had an introduction to reading music during the Back to the 



Basics: Music 101 event, and they explored the many building styles of keyboard instruments 

during the How the Piano Works event. 

Choral Anthems 

On a sunny November morning, after celebrating the Feast of All Saints, parishioners of St. 

Mary’s gathered for an outdoor breakfast to celebrate the end of the formal pledge drive. To 

mark the occasion, the choir sang an exuberant anthem during the meal–the first time they sang 

for the congregation in over twenty months. At our Christmas Eve Service, Deacon Scott 

surprised the congregation with his beautiful voice as he sang a solo. 

Organ Concert Fundraiser 

In December, Cathryn Wilkinson performed a holiday organ concert, In the Moon of Wintertime: 

Peaceful and Joyful Music for Advent and Christmas. This was the first concert held in the 

church since the start of the pandemic. Donations benefitted the music program to help 

underwrite the cost of new choir mics in the sanctuary. Thank you, Cathryn, for a delightful 

evening filled with remarkable organ playing! 

Christian Formation Team Partnership 

Additionally in December, the music program partnered with the Christian Formation Team for a 

class on Mary in Music. Lyrics dedicated to the Virgin Mary have inspired many composers 

throughout the centuries. The class explored lesser-known composers’ stunning musical 

arrangements in honor of Our Lady. 

Looking Ahead 

Saturday, February 12, 2022, at 7:00 pm: The string duo, Alasdair Fraser and Natalie Haas, 

will perform a concert you will not want to miss. 

Sunday, March 20, 2022, at 3:00 pm: Retired New York Philharmonic concert violinist, 

Vladimir Tsypin, will give an exceptional concert. 

Date TBD: Nicholas Mourlam will perform an organ concert of works by J.S. Bach, Max Reger, 

and Felix Mendelssohn. 

 

Christian Social Concerns 

Submitted by: Sarah Schramm, Christian Social Concerns Coordinator 

Statistics provided by: Carolyn Bluemle 

 

This past year (2021) saw both unique challenges to St. Mary’s Christian Social Concerns (CSC) 

as well as unique opportunities.  COVID-19 continued to impact the needs of our guests and the 

way we serve them. In addition to the regular food pantry, CSC continued serving the families of 

the Pacific Grove Unified Schools at Robert Down, PGHS and Arkwright court on Wednesdays 

from January through mid-May.  This expanded service was in partnership with PGUSD, Food 



Bank of Monterey County, and the many volunteers both within and from without the St. Mary’s 

congregation. 

By the numbers, CSC served 244 fewer clients in 2021 compared with 2020 on the St. Mary’s 

campus. CSC served 6,305 clients within 2,092 households. Our client’s households are 

comprised of single homeless men, homeless women, homeless families, single men, single 

women, couples, seniors, and families with children struggling to cover the increasing cost of 

housing and other essentials living in one of the most expensive areas in the country. We served 

1,416 seniors this year at St. Mary’s. There were 1,998 children served at St. Mary’s this year.  

CSC is staffed entirely by volunteers from St. Mary’s, our community, and other area churches. 

First Presbyterian of Monterey provides a monthly donation of food or gas cards. The Food Bank 

of Monterey is our regular provider of food in addition to regular donations from Lucky’s in PG. 

Throughout 2021 the Food Bank of Monterey continued to provide most food resources at no-

cost. CSC returned to purchasing food on a regular basis in November and will continue doing 

this as things continue to go up and down in response to the COVID-19 pandemic. 

COVID procedures began for CSC on March 9, 2020 and throughout 2021 we remain serving 

our guests outside. In 2021 we continued to focus on providing food. We have a small committee 

and an application process in order to continue providing emergency financial assistance. The 

Store Next Door, our clothing and small household offerings, was re-painted by students in 

August and is in the process of re-organization. It remains closed until further notice, but 

volunteers offer items to those in need. For both Thanksgiving and Christmas, through generous 

donations, CSC provided $25 gift cards and special side dish bags to help our guests through the 

holidays.  

CSC is thankful for the time, money, food donations, and prayers you have given to Christian 

Social Concerns and this important ministry of St. Mary’s to the community. We are especially 

thankful for the generous financial support from St. Mary’s, Carmel Rotary Fund of the 

Community Foundation for Monterey County, and The Carmel Doll & Toy Study Group. We are 

incredibly thankful to the Food Bank of Monterey for providing most of the food at no cost this 

year for CSC to distribute both at St. Mary’s and for the three food distribution locations in 

conjunction with the Pacific Grove Unified School District (see chart below for those numbers). 

Each week school was in session from September 2020 until mid-May 2021, we had three CSC 

teams set near the lunch pick-up locations (PG High School, Arkwright Ct, and Robert Down) to 

distribute fresh food and non-perishables for families and neighbors in the school district. We are 

working with PGUSD to see how St. Mary’s can continue to assist families in need.  

We are always in need of volunteers. Please contact csc@stmarysbythesea.org for information 

on how you can be part of CSC. 

Client Interactions 

at CSC 

2020 2021 Difference 

Households Served 2,336 2,092 -244 

People in 

Households 

7,604 6,305 -1,299 
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Children 2,527 1,998 -529 

Seniors (over 62) 997 1,416 +419 

 

PGUSD School 

Distribution Sites 

2020 2021 Difference 

Households Served 2,554 2,721 +167 

People in Households 10,803 11,120 +317 

Children 5,049 5,366 +317 

Seniors (over 62) 557 605 +48 

  

Communications 

Submitted by Sandy Moon, John Willoughby, and David Wittrock 

 

The Communications team’s mission is to keep everyone connected and informed. 

We create weekly reminder emails, and special announcement emails as needed.  To do so, we 

also maintain an email address list.  If you are not receiving weekly emails and would like to, 

please click on “Join Our Email List” at https://www.stmarysbythesea.org/contact/  

We maintain our online presence by posting on average three times daily, 7 days a week, to 

Instagram and Facebook, as well as to Nextdoor prior to special events, to YouTube at least 

weekly, and to the web site for news and other updates.  If any of our YouTube videos face 

copyright challenges, we work to resolve them. 

We put a link to each service bulletin in the Weekly Reminders email and on the website.  Then 

we download the music recordings for Zoom services and create slides to go along with them.  

During the Zoom services, we show the slides and play the recordings at the appropriate times. 

As we are informed of news and special events, we pass that information on in the Weekly 

Reminders email and, if appropriate, post it on the website and/or the website calendar.  If you 

have any news to share, please let us know at news@stmarysbythesea.org.  When possible, we 

also take pictures of events such as the Blessing of the Animals, the Mad Hatter Tea Party, and 

the Parish Work Day. 

In 2021, we handled close to 3,000 emails.  We more than doubled our Facebook reaches to over 

1,500 per month, and nearly tripled our Instagram followers to over 250. 

Early in 2021, we were asked about the feasibility of providing live-streaming of services from 

church while we were essentially locked-out during the early stages of the COVID-19 pandemic. 

David Wittrock researched software and requirements in consultation with John and Sandy, and 

identified equipment needs. It was a team effort to acquire install everything and David enjoyed 

learning how to make it work! 

The open of live-stream was approximately in June 13, 2021, with lots of help from the whole 

Communications team. Broadcasts have been continued since that Sunday, excepting a two-week 

spread while the camera was being exchanged. We have discovered ways to increase camera 
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availability, one being free software that allows us to use a smartphone as a secondary camera. 

At this point, it’s limited by its need to remain connected by wires the computer. At some point, 

we will need another camera and attendant wiring, possibly a mini-ATEM controller. 

Our sound system has been enhanced by the installation of two boom microphones that collect 

the choral sound and broadcast through the existing sound system. Those microphones can also 

be moved to be used if there are instrumental performances at the bottom of the stairs. 

Each live-stream service asks viewers to use a QR-code to download a bulletin which has words 

and music for hymns, plus texts of the liturgy. During the time for offering, a QR-code connects 

to the possibility of donating electronically through the website. At the end of the service, 

closing screens point to possible ways to serve through the church. At each broadcast, an attempt 

is made to simulate attendance at in-church services with some real successes. Each broadcast is 

an improvement.  

Live-stream has been very successful since beginning, with as many as 22 unique viewers and 60 

total views per service, tuning in either at broadcast or later. It is a wonderful addition to our 

Zoom and in-person services; there is something for everyone!  

We welcome additional volunteers willing to learn how to run the system and be the live stream 

“host” some Sundays. Many hands make light work – come join us! 

IHELP for Men 

Submitted by Don Fennell 

I-HELP men continues its amazing work and St. Mary’s hosts the men the fourth Saturday of 

each month, providing shelter and a warm shared meal. For information on how you can be part 

of this important ministry, contact Don Fennell (dfennell@redshift.com).  

 

IHELP for Women 

Submitted by Rosemarie Axton 

 

I HELP closed our Sheltering in Place model in May for women and paused our rotational model 

until December 1st. St. Mary’s provided meals once per month for the 14 months we sheltered in 
place at several area churches. We are now back to our rotational model of emergency shelter, 
hosting women overnight at St. Mary’s the second Saturday of every month, as well as the 5th 

Saturday of the month when that occurs five times a year. We provide a hearty, generally home 
cooked meal, and a breakfast to go bags for all, encouragement, and support for each of the 

women. The women must be vaccinated and wear masks to participate in the program. They 
arrive on the I HELP bus about 5:15PM and leave by 7:00AM after sleeping overnight on their 
mats and sleeping bags in EDWARDS Hall. Even though the group is small currently, we are not 

encouraging members of the congregation to join us for dinner who are not part  of the team 
preparing and serving that evening. All must be masked. Please contact me with any questions or 

desire to be of particular help to the women served. (rosemarieaxton@gmail.com) 

We are one of 24 churches, faith communities and community groups that support the homeless 
ministry of INTERFAITH HOMELESS EMERGENCY LODGING PROGRAM (I HELP). Help 
is always welcomed! 
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Leslie Garden Annual Report for year 2020 

Submitted by Peg Wittrock, David Wittrock, and Ann Pettit 

Leslie Garden Annual Report 

Leslie Garden was busy in 2021, especially during August and September, as we began to gather 
a bit (outside, at least) after sheltering in place for so long. Six people were placed into their 

niches, and one person's ashes were buried in the Garden. Four Memorial Plaques were placed, 
and four more were sold. One niche was sold. All this required a substantial amount of 
paperwork, engraving oversight, and deferred cleaning! Many thanks to Ray Byrne for affixing 

all the Memorial Plaques! The joy was in remembering our loved ones together, and 
commending them to God, together, surrounded by the gathering St. Mary's-by-the-Sea garden 

of witnesses. 

In November, the Leslie Garden Committee was delighted to complete the big (and somewhat 
overdue) project of sending contact verification letters to all parties owning advance-purchase 
Leslie Garden services. 

Peg and David Wittrock and Ann Pettit are the current committee, and they welcome your 
interest in joining them. 

 

St. Mary’s Memorial Guild 

Submitted by Kit Franke and Onnette McElroy 

 

The Memorial Guild was very busy this past summer and fall providing a number of receptions 

for beloved parishioners who passed away during the COVID-19 pandemic. The funerals were 

on hold until it was deemed safe to host them. Our wonderful parishioners stepped up to the plate 

many times to provide staff for the receptions, as well as all the food and beverages, taking the 

responsibility of a reception off the shoulders of the bereaved. We can’t thank our parishioners 

enough for the many times they donated food when called upon. The silver, china, and table 

coverings were used in keeping with St. Mary’s rather formal traditions and were appreciated by 

the families, especially during this difficult time.  

We were able to add paid helpers, Anna and Pedro Lopez, our custodians, for set-up and clean-

up duties. This made a huge difference in the workload. We are currently exploring the 

possibility of hiring caterers for future memorial receptions, as this was done for one of the 

receptions and was very successful. Please let Kit Franke or Onnette McElroy know if you have 

suggestions about caterers who might be interested in working with us.  

Currently, we have just a few consistent members in the Memorial Guild. The opportunity for 

service in this ministry is very satisfying and with more volunteers who would take the lead as 

“captain,” the workload would be shared and not burdensome for the few. Traditionally, the 

“captain” is responsible for coordinating the reception needs once or perhaps twice a year. 

Training will be provided by the current Memorial Guild leaders, Kit and Onnette.  Please 

consider joining the Memorial Guild in 2022. 



Blessed To Be A Blessing  

Submitted by Rosemarie Axton 

 
Formerly known as One Starfish for Christmas. 

St. Mary’s continued to be the anchor church for a ministry of more than twenty-five years for 

families and children referred by Monterey County Behavioral Health, and since the pandemic, 
for families from San Pablo Iglesia Episcopal church referred by Fr. Martin Juarez. All are 

families struggling economically. Miracles abounded throughout advent, as we responded to the 
referrals with generous gifts - gift cards for food and clothes or money to purchase them. All the 
children got art materials and the younger ones, books. With all the families, the gifts were given 

directly to the parents through the therapists or Fr. Martin to his parishioners. People were so 
incredibly grateful and thankful for the gifts of grace given by St Mary’s, our partners at St. 

James Episcopal Church, Community Church of the Monterey Peninsula, Pine Ave Christian 
Church (new this year) and other generous friends from the community. Along with the gifts 
went our prayers for the Lord’s special blessings at Christmas and in the year ahead. Please keep 

them in your prayers all year. 

For Monterey County Behavioral Health, we provided gift cards for 52 families (112 children 
and 51 caregivers). For San Pablo Iglesia Episcopal Church, we provided for 27 families (48 

children and 51 adults). 

Lyndsey Synestby joined me in coordinating and all the details for us to finish on time, and 
Kristine provided support and encouragement. We welcome anyone who wants to join our 

Christmas team next year! 

Order Of St. Luke 

Submitted by Annette Foise 

 

In a troubled world, suffering from pandemic, injustice, divisions, and anger, many people are 
unsure of their path forward. A new very active momentum has clearly begun in the Order of St. 

Luke, with many more Zoom conferences around this nation and beyond, addressing these 
uncertainties and fears, and illustrating the possibility of new life in the Lord.  Members of OSL 

make themselves available to folks for prayer, and they encourage ongoing daily conversation 
with the Lord, and hearing the message of Jesus Christ, who offers us His peace.  Through these 
in-person prayers and through virtual conferences, people are being replenished with a spiritual 

commitment to a new life of faith, and a new sense of encouragement for change. 
 

 

Our Little Roses 

Submitted by Kirsten Matusmoto 

 

Greetings from Honduras! 
Today is January 30th. We have had some big news this month so I wanted to include it in this 
report. Yesterday, Honduras inaugurated the first woman president in its 200-year history as a 

sovereign nation. Her name is Xiomara Castro and there were dignitaries from around the world 



to join in the celebration. Our own Kamala Harris was in town for this event. The Hondurans 
were more excited about Vice President Harris being here than anything else, actually.  

One week ago, we kicked off our own year of celebration in appreciation of 35 years of serving 
girls in the community. We had a splendid dinner, honored guests from the community, 

acknowledgements of the vision of founder Diana Frade, and many singing and dancing acts 
from the girls. As the first volunteer of our home in 1988, I even said a few words. 
For me, the highlight of the evening was the part of the program in which several “graduates” of 

Our Little Roses gave their testimonies. I had known some of these women as small children in 
the late 1980’s. One of these women, Maricruz, talked about her life before coming to Our Little 

Roses. Her parents sent her and her brothers out into the streets to beg every day. She would 
often see our buses with the rose logo on the sides transporting our girls, who had nice clothes 
and shoes. Maricruz knew that she would never have those things. And yet, she was eventually 

picked up off the street by child services and placed in our care. She grew up here and is now 
fully bilingual, studying the tourism industry at the university. Her daughter Amy is in our 

kindergarten. 
 
St. Mary’s is ever-present in the lives of the girls. This past August, several parishioners 

sponsored a week of fun, including a trip to the beach, lots of ice cream, games, and fancy 
dinners. We have a parishioner who sponsors the bilingual education of Cindy Bautista, the girl 

who we found out was a quick study of English during our 2019 summer camp. Another 
parishioner sponsored Christmas gifts for the girls and staff, and included another beach outing 
for the New Year. Sadly, my co-director, Carlos Duarte, passed away in November from dengue 

fever. Once again, several members of St. Mary’s, who learned of this, pitched in to help get the 
Duarte family back on their feet. 

 
Finally, my role as Director of English Studies at Holy Family Bilingual School, a co-ed school 
that serves our girls as well as children from the surrounding neighborhood and has an 

enrollment of 260 students aged 5 - 18, continues to be challenging and rewarding. This past year 
I was in Honduras for five months. When I am home in Monterey, I continue to work full time 

for the organization, thanks to Zoom meetings, emails, and WhatsApp phone calls.  
Thank you to everyone who has this incredible ministry in their prayers.  

 

Prayer Shawl Ministry 

Submitted by Rev. Kristine Johnson 

With thanks to Terri Brown 

 

For two and a half years we have been fighting this pandemic with fiber, friendships and love. 

We have managed to maintain a consistent and growing membership who enjoy fellowship, 

food, tea and frivolity. We meet the first Friday of each month. On some occasions we celebrate 

with a special lunch. One of our most important goals has been to nurture and support our 

beleaguered Members.  

Our beloved Prayer Shawl Ministry has continued to meet from January 2021 through April on 

Zoom. We began meeting “in-person” in May. COVID-19 has not been able to impact our 

commitment to each other or our ministry. Our membership has grown in spite of lockdowns.  



On October 24th we were able to bless twenty-seven beautiful Prayer Shawls in our little red 

church. Our goal is to produce prayer shawls to comfort those in need of God’s touch in a 

tangible form of love. Each prayer shawl is designed and created by our ministry members. Our 

parishioners are encouraged to share the gift of a prayer shawl to console, congratulate or 

celebrate life’s important moments. We hope the recipient feels the love and prayer of every 

fiber that is creatively fashioned into this blessed gift. We are encouraged by the positive 

feedback of many recipients who have received the gift of a prayer shawl. 

We invite anyone with an interest in knitting or crocheting to join us as we prayerfully create 

tangible signs of God’s love and care. It grounds us in our faith and spreads the good news to 

those who receive the shawls. That is more important than ever in this difficult time. 

 

Re-entry Team 

Submitted by Fran Foote 

The re-entry team meets on an as needed basis to consider the current pandemic situation and the 

needs of the parish.  Most recently, the re-entry team developed a revision to the COVID-19 

Protocols to allow continued in-person gatherings during the surge of the Omicron variant.  

Proof of vaccination, KN95/N95 or surgical masks are currently required to be on campus.  

Community members using St. Mary’s space are required to follow St. Mary’s protocols.  The 

team will reconsider the situation in mid-February, or sooner if warranted.   

Re-entry team members are Sarah Schramm, Mickey Welsh, Robert Daunt, and Fran Foote 

(chair).  Brita Bruemmer, MD, provided medical input.   

 

Walking Together in the Year of COVID-19 

Submitted by Jack Herbig 

 

This is the second year that Walking Together and COPA have partnered with other groups 

focused on getting the virus under control and mitigating the economic impacts of the virus on 

our communities.  

The Community Health Worker Program 

In December of 2020 COPA persuaded the Board of Supervisors to invest $4.9 M of COVID 

Relief funds to create a Community Health Worker (CHW) program that hired people from the 

areas with the highest infection rate to provide public health education and support services, so 

that families exposed to COVID had the resources that they needed to comply with requests to 

quarantine or isolate. The Community Foundation of Monterey County and the County Health 

Department administered the program. We twice returned to the Board requesting an extension 

of the program.  Based on the program’s effectiveness, Monterey County competed and received 

one of only 73 grants in the nation, awarded by Health and Human Services, to extend the CHW 

program for another two years. 



It feels like we are on a roller coaster.  Around Thanksgiving officials were saying, “We’ve got 

this all wrapped up – thank you for your service.” Now, six weeks later, Monterey County is 

again in crisis. The CHWs are certified to administer rapid tests and report their findings to the 

State database. In November & December they averaged 2200 tests per month, with a 6.5% 

positivity rate. In the first 17 days of January, 2022, CHWs performed 6000 rapid tests, with a 

26% positivity rate. For each positive test, they act as a caseworker to ensure that families have 

the resources they need in order to isolate successfully. The CHWs have increased the County’s 

capacity to adapt quickly to changes in COVID. 

Rental Assistance 

In Monterey County, United Way has administered the Federal and State Rental Assistance 

Programs to keep renters affected by COVID from being evicted for being behind in their rent. 

We heard many stories of people applying but months would go by before hearing anything 

about their applications. We met with United Way and learned that the program was being 

swamped with incomplete applications. It took United Way’s sub-contractors an enormous 

amount of staff time to track people down, explain what was missing, and get the correct 

documentation. There was a backlog of many thousands of cases.  

COPA organized Rental Assistance events at member institutions from Castroville to San Pablo 

in Seaside, to churches in Salinas, and down the Salinas Valley to King City. We made 

announcements several weeks in advance, explaining what documentation was required. On the 

day of our enrollment events, people would complete their applications and provide all necessary 

documentation. We learned that many people had been unable to apply for rental assistance 

because they didn’t have the computer skills or Internet access to utilize the on-line application 

system. We completed more than 600 applications at our events. 

Esperanza Care 

Esperanza Care provides primary care, prescription medications, and preventative care to low 

income adults in Monterey County who are not eligible for other health insurance because they 

are undocumented. Seventy percent of the participants are women between the ages of 30 to 50. 

Diabetes and gynecological issues are among the most commonly treated conditions. This 

program was initiated by COPA in 2017. It is currently funded by Natividad Medical Center. In 

2021 we persuaded the Board to Supervisors to increase funding by an additional $500k ($2.5M 

total) and increase the number of participants by 500 (4,500 total). Many parishioners from San 

Pablo Seaside participate in this program. 

 

Knowing your Neighbor and Walking Together 

COPA leaders have always prided ourselves on the relationships that we were able to build 

through face-to-face conversations. I have been to hundreds of meetings this year, but I have 

only been to one physical event in 22 months. Most of our work is on Zoom. It is not the same as 

being face-to-face, but it has made it possible to work closely with people from the farthest 



corners of Monterey and Santa Cruz Counties and it will be all the sweeter when we can gather 

physically. 

I am proud of the things we have accomplished together in COPA and I am proud that St. Mary’s 

has participated for more than 19 years. We don’t just send money to anonymous people, we 

have chosen to know our neighbors and to walk together with them. 

How to get involved in COPA? 

This report tells what we have accomplished in the last year, but doesn’t convey what it is like to 

actually participate in this ministry. There are many ways to participate in COPA, but there is no 

single way that is easily described. If you would like to learn more, if you would like to try 

getting out of our bubble and develop relationships with a rich mix of people who want to make 

the world a better place, the best thing to do is to talk to one of the people from St. Mary’s who 

are the most deeply involved. We would all welcome the chance to understand your interests, tell 

you about our experiences, and invite you to walk with us (virtually of course, for a while at 

least). Jack Herbig [(831) 521-4165], Deacon Scott Taylor [(310) 738-0084], Jackie Frey [(408) 

602-0098]. 

Youth Group/Young Adult 

Submitted by Eugene Loh and Kristine Johnson 

 

Youth Group covers middle- and high-schoolers. Sunday evening Zoom meetings lasted until 

summer schedules disrupted the pattern.  It's been hard to regain rhythm in large part due to the 

small number of youth, plus on-going disruptions of the half-socially distanced world we now 

live in.  We have tried some meetings with youth from other Episcopal churches and have had 

fun! 

The group has some projects to consider funding, including an Eagle Scout project. 

The parish is looking to hire a youth minister, whose responsibilities would include the youth 

group. 

 

Christian Formation Committee 

Submitted by Richard and Ann Pettit 

 
The Christian Formation Committee was established by the Vestry at the beginning of 2021. Its 

mission is to plan and manage continuing Christian education for members of St. Mary’s. It has 
thus far consisted of four regular members and several ad hoc members for individual programs, 

under the leadership of Ann Pettit. Four courses were offered in 2021: in the spring Kathleen 
Norris’s Amazing Grace was discussed, capped off by a Zoom visit from the author; in the 
summer there was a course on social justice; in the fall a study of Jim Antal’s Climate Church, 

Climate World, focused on the church’s response to the climate crisis; and this winter 
participants had a chance to consider St. Mary in history, in art, and in music. Because of the 

COVID pandemic, all programs were offered via Zoom. Attendance for the classes, two of 



which were six weeks in length and two of which were three weeks long, ranged from fifteen to 
twenty-eight parishioners. Fifteen members served as presenters for the twenty sessions 

(including two climate change reunions). Kristine serves as advisor for the committee. 

 

Newcomers Ministry 

Submitted by Sarah Schramm 
 

In 2021 the Vestry identified the need for a Newcomers and outreach ministry. This is in the very 

beginning stages and we need you! There has been one meeting to brainstorm and we invite 

anyone interested in leading or joining this important ministry to please contact Sarah Schramm 

at sarah.s.schramm@gmail.com for more information or to volunteer. 

Campus Study Committee  
Submitted by Susan Blush 

 

The Campus Study Committee was created to think of possible uses for St. Mary’s campus in the 

future.  We were not to look at any limitations, just think outside of the box.  We met for six 

months to brainstorm and gather ideas. We contacted other churches across the U.S., one in 

Canada and one in England.  We also contacted churches in our area. We polled individual 

parishioners and requested ideas in the church bulletin. The Committee identified a wide range 

of possibilities, including: housing (affordable/interim/student/senior), coffee/tea shop, art/music 

studios, day care/school/after school care, maker spaces, food service training/rental.  

Note from the Rector: Thanks to the Committee for casting a wide net. This is a wonderful first 

step in our discernment around how the Holy Spirit is calling us today and in the future to be a 

vibrant community space where people can encounter God. Stay tuned for ways you can be 

involved! 

Spirit and Stewardship 

Submitted by Elizabeth McCorkle 

 

With an eye towards increasing opportunities for the congregation to safely celebrate what St. 

Mary’s means to them, we kicked off our stewardship campaign with well-attended outdoor 

“Mad Hatter’s Tea”. Throughout the fall, we heard messages of faith and hope from clergy and 

parishioners alike. The pandemic has spread us all thin but it is clear that the ties of faith, 

friendship and dedication at St. Mary’s remain strong. Our pledge campaign ended with 12 new 

pledge commitments, a record! We ended the year with St. Mary’s “Pets of the Pandemic” 

calendar, a monthly reminder of upcoming events and a celebration of the furry (and feathered) 

friends in our lives. Spirit and stewardship are year-round endeavors and we look forward to 

your input as we continue to plan for the year ahead. Our next event will be Good Old Days on 

May 7th—details to come but opportunities for all to participate! 

 

mailto:sarah.s.schramm@gmail.com

