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St. Mary’s by-the-Sea Episcopal Church 

Candidates for Delegates to the Convention and for Vestry 

Delegates to the Convention serve one year at a time and may be elected for subsequent terms. The current delegates 

are all willing to serve another term.  Delegate Nominees for 2023 are: Don Fennell, Kathy Stoner, Celeste Ventura, 

David Wittrock, Jackie Pierce (alternate). 

Vestry members serve three-year terms. (Terms overlap to enhance continuity.) To fill the seats from the three vestry 

members who have completed their term, the nominating committee has put forward three nominees for the standard 

3-year term. In addition, Susan Blush recently resigned from the vestry with one year remaining on her term, so the 

committee has put forward one nominee to serve a one-year term. Below is a brief bio re: each nominee. 

Candidate Bios for 2023 Vestry Nominees 

Nominees for 3-year terms 

Mary Hood 

My husband David and I began attending St. Mary’s in September 2019 when we relocated to Pacific Grove from 

Portland, OR. From the beginning we felt welcome at St. Mary’s. The music, worship, and spiritual growth opportunities 

have been especially meaningful to us. 

In contemplating becoming a member of the Vestry, I was reminded of our baptismal covenant. In it, we promise to 

continue in the apostles’ teaching and fellowship, to seek and serve Christ in all persons, and to strive for justice and 

peace among all people. That is what St. Mary’s is about. I look forward to being part of St. Mary’s Vestry as we 

prayerfully seek to fulfill that covenant now, and in the future. 

Ellen Jahn 

Ellen returned to the Monterey Peninsula a year ago after 12 years in Pennsylvania. She is divorced and has two adult 

sons. She has previously served on church and non-profit boards. Ellen is an attorney currently working for the Superior 

Court. At St. Mary’s, the Monday night discussion group, choir and CSC have occupied her time. Otherwise, Ellen plays 

her guitar, researches her family tree, takes nature photos, hikes and enjoys exercise.  She is excited to have been 

Confirmed at St. Mary’s on November 30 and is looking forward to serving and getting to know everyone in the St. 

Mary’s community.  

Roni Portillo 

My wife, Penny and I moved to Pacific Grove last June after 18 years in Laguna Hills. We have one daughter, Sofia who is 

a senior in college. I am a MFT with a private online practice. I have served our previous church on the pastoral relations 

committee for two different ministers. I currently volunteer for the Carmel Sunset Center, Monterey Jazz Festival, and 

the Carmel Bach Festival. I love music, regenerative and organic gardening and cooking plant based meals. I look forward 

to the opportunity to serve on the vestry and support St. Mary’s mission.    

Nominee for 1-year term 

Keely Clifford 

I joined St. Mary’s several years ago, along with my husband Bruce Sweeney. You may know me from my service as a 

lector during worship, both on Zoom and in person. I also serve on the Buildings and Grounds committee, and I am 

active in CSC. I do a weekly run to pick up donated food from Lucky’s and bring it to church, and occasionally volunteer 

in the food pantry. Serving for a year on the Vestry will be a wonderful new way to be involved in this special 

community.  


