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There was some good news out of Washington this week – the Nationals are going to the 
World Series! Many Washington baseball fans had given up hope of that ever happening. 
But the fans who persisted, and even those who did not, have their reward.  

You gotta have heart.  

Jesus tells his disciples not to lose heart, and to pray always. Who knew that being a 
sports fan could be good practice for being a Christian? 

Scholars believe that the last question in this passage – “when the Son of Man comes, 
will he find faith on earth?” – was added to Jesus’ parable by Luke as a way to encourage 
believers who may have been losing heart. In the period immediately after Jesus’ death, 
people thought he would be coming again soon. Within their lifetimes. But by the time 
Luke’s Gospel was written, most likely between 50 and 60 years after Jesus’ death, it was 
becoming clear that was not going to be the case. So the author of Luke, who also wrote 
the Acts of the Apostles, was intent on strengthening the next generations of Jesus’ 
followers so they might persevere, through an uncertain future. 

To help them continue to believe and live the good news, even when the world around 
them seemed to be falling apart. And ever since, this has been the challenge for 
Christians. How long, Lord? How do we not lose heart when we see that evil still thrives 
on earth? How are we to act when God’s promised justice is not delivered according to 
our own timetable?  

Pray always, and do not lose heart. Of course, Jesus uses a parable to “explain” what he 
means. There is an unjust judge, who did not fear God or respect people. Jesus tells us 
this so we’ll know that although the judge was supposed to mete out God’s justice, he 
was more concerned with lining his own pockets than with the requirements of God’s 
law, under which widows would be cared for.  
In Exodus we read: “You shall not afflict any widow or orphan.” And in Deuteronomy: 
“Cursed is he who distorts the justice due an alien, orphan, and widow.” The prophet 
Isaiah said: “woe to those who enact evil statutes and to those who constantly record 
unjust decisions, so as to deprive the needy of justice and rob the poor of my people of 
their rights, so that widows may be their spoil and that they may plunder the orphans.”  
  
There is a widow who is demanding justice. She knows God’s law, and she knows the 
judge does not concern himself with it. We don’t know the exact circumstances of her 



situation, but we might imagine that there is some dispute over the disposition of her late 
husband’s property and that someone – a relative? – has taken what is hers, what she 
needs to survive. And apparently she has no one to plead for her. She has no money to 
bribe the judge, and no social standing to demand that he act. So she uses the only power 
she has, her physical presence and persistence, and goes again and again to the judge, 
demanding justice. 

The judge gets tired of it after a while, or maybe he thinks her constant presence is 
making him look bad. In the Message translation, this is what he says to himself: 
“because this widow won’t quit badgering me, I’d better do something and see that she 
gets justice – otherwise I’m going to end up beaten black and blue by her pounding.” Her 
relentless quest for justice finally beats him up enough that he gives her what she seeks. 

How did she find the strength to go back again, and again? How did she guard hope that 
God’s justice would prevail? Facing the judge would be hard enough, but imagine what 
she endured from the men hanging around the city gates watching her come and go, day 
after day. “There’s that crazy lady again. Who does she think she is? What does she think 
she’s doing? She should know her place. Why doesn’t she just give up and go home?” 

Those who demand justice, for themselves or others, face those same kinds of questions – 
the same sorts of criticism. There are plenty of examples throughout history, and still 
today we find those like the persistent widow, pounding on those with power, demanding 
justice. Think about Greta Thunberg, the 16-year old Swedish girl who has been 
“bothering” world leaders, pleading for climate justice. Or the brave high school students 
who are marching for their lives, “bothering” politicians, lobbyists, and those involved in 
manufacturing and selling guns, demanding change. “What do they think they’re doing? 
They’re too young. They don’t understand the subtleties of the situation. The changes 
they want are impossible.” 

But for God, nothing is impossible. Yes, God’s justice is up against some pretty well 
entrenched systems and interests. It always has been. But God is like the persistent 
widow. God is always at the door of worldly powers, pounding and pounding a ceaseless 
drumbeat for justice. God does this in and through us, if we are willing.  

We are not to sit passively and wait for some magical day, for Jesus to come back, to 
swoop in and make everything OK. Jesus’ life teaches us that we have power to help 
enact God’s justice. Jesus wants us to be like the widow – so convinced of the 
inevitability of God’s justice, so full of trust that God is with us that we are willing to go 
out, day after day, and work for it. Like Jesus himself did. 

It is hard, when there are so many voices around us telling us we can’t do it, that it would 
be easier just to go along to get along, to sit down and be quiet and wait for a better day, a 



more opportune time. But justice for us, and for the world, depends on us persevering in 
faith. So how can we do it? 

Pray always, and do not lose heart.  

What does it mean to pray always? The apostle Paul writes to the Thessalonians: “pray 
without ceasing.” He writes to the Romans: “we do not know how to pray as we ought, 
but that very Spirit intercedes with sighs too deep for words.” When we do not know how 
to pray, the Spirit that is within us prays. This is heartening to me.  

Maybe you’re one of those for whom prayer comes easily. But for those of you who are 
not, be assured that there is no “right way” to pray. God is within us and around us, and 
prayer can be as simple as acknowledging God’s active presence in our lives and in the 
world, and opening our hearts to what God is saying and doing. Some people describe 
prayer this way: that God always engages in conversation with us, and prayer is the time 
when we participate in that conversation. Whether we are heartbroken, or angry, or 
delighted, God is eager to hear from us. Because it means we are joining ourselves with 
God, delighting in what delights God, and weeping over what grieves God. 

In a few moments, when we join together in the prayers of the people, I invite you to 
breathe deeply, and to allow yourself to be surrounded and upheld by God’s presence. Let 
the words resonate within you and fill your hearts. We pray these things together. We pray 
for all creation. We pray for our own needs. We pray for others. We pray for justice and 
peace. We pray to God. We pray with God. 

And as we go from here back into the world, take that spirit of prayer with you. Take time 
each day to really be with God, whether it is here, or in a quiet corner of your house, in 
your car, at work, or along the shore. Whether it is as you walk, or sing, or write, or 
create, or serve, or simply breathe. I trust you will find yourself challenged, consoled, and 
strengthened to join God’s relentless quest for justice in the world. 

Pray always. And do not lose hope. God is with us. 


